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 JANUARY  2013 
 The Congregational Connection… 
  Our connection to the family and friends of  
  First Congregational Church, St. Johns, MI 
 
*Photo taken in the 1930’s 

If you know of anyone who is in 
need of a get well or a sympathy 
card please let the Ministry Team 
know by calling the church office at 
224-2636 or Bonnie Wickerham at 
227-5635. 

The 2013 Flower Schedule  is  posted on  
the bulletin board in  the Wilcox Hall corridor.  
Now is the time to sign up for that special date 
you want this year.   If you can not make it in 
to church to check on a date please call the 
office at 224-2636. 

This social group for singles and doubles will 
be meeting on Sunday, January 6th, at 4:00 
p.m. at the church to “detrim” the church.  A 
potluck dinner will follow; please bring your 
favorite dish to pass.  Questions?  Contact 
Richard and Charlotte Shoup  (224-6986) or 
Dennis and Janet Scott (224-2601). 

Ladies, mark your calendars for Saturday,  
March 9th, from 1—3 p.m., for our 2013 
Spring Tea. There will be sweets and savories 
to tantalize your palette, and fun for all. 
Tickets are $10.00 for adults, and $5.00 for 
girls age 5 and under.  Plan to join us for fun 
and fellowship. 
 
 
 
 

CARES AND CONCERNS 

2013 FLOWER SCHEDULE 

SPRING TIME-TEA TIME 

DOUBLETS, ETC. 

LINDA SCOTT 
WOMENS GROUP 

SMALL GROUP 

SPECIAL EVENT? 

Ladies, you are invited to attend the monthly 
meeting of the “Linda Scott” women’s group 
on Tuesday, January 15th.  You will meet at 
12:30 p.m. in Main Street Café.  Please RSVP 
to Joann Martis at 224-4165. 
 
 
 
A Small Group is meeting on Wednesday eve-
nings at 7:00 p.m. in the parlor.  Everyone is 
welcome to come and join the group.  They are 
working from the “Upper Room”.   The book-
let is available on the Literature Rack at the 
back of the sanctuary. The Group resumes 
meeting on January 9th.  
 
 
It’s time to reserve your special month of the 
“Congregational Connection” for the 2013 
church year.  The cost is $50.00 and is used to 
help cover the cost of postage.  We have 
March, April, August and December available  
for your special anniversary, graduation, or just 
because. Please call the church office at 989-
224-2636 to reserve your month. 
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Keith Mino just walked in on me in the bathroom.  I told him to come on in, as I was just 
brushing my teeth.  Did I mention I was in the bathroom in the parlor of church, you know… the 
really little one?  Of course he was shocked, but with toothbrush in hand it only seemed natural to 
invite him in.  He passed on that one, go figure!  Why do I brush my teeth at church?  Obviously 
because I do not always have time to brush at home, with three children and their pandemonium 
happening all at the same time; however, there is a deeper reason too.  I feel comfortable at FCC 
and these people are my people.   

Church family means I invite you into the bathroom to share the mirror. Church family 
means I hug you instead of just saying hello.  Church family means I chase you out the door from 
a meeting if you are upset and try to comfort you.  Church family means I get a little fired up when 
the family argues and I beg for peace and love instead.  Church family means my heart breaks 
when your kids’ hearts break.  Church family means I reach out and help when I am able, whether 
that is monetary or hands-on.  Imagine if I feel this way, as a human sinner, how much more God 
feels in his love for us, and consequently how hurt he is when we deny his help. 

After the shock of the Connecticut news, I cried and cried for over twenty minutes.  I was 
actually on a date with my husband and we were discussing the tragedy (romantic, huh?).  Sense-
less, evil, a wish to see the world hurt… this is what we came up with as reasons (if there can be 
any reasons).  I hurt when others I do not even know hurt.  I cry because I am a parent, and I can 
imagine the horror of experiencing firsthand a tragedy such as this.  I cry because I am a teacher 
and want my students to know they are loved, so loved they never feel so alone in the world that 
they resort to destruction.  I cry because the world is hurting as I read on Facebook all my friends 
discussing their heartbreak.  I cry because this world cannot seem to avoid conflict.  And I do not 
want good Christian men and women to be broken.  I am not comfortable with my family giving in 
to temptation. 

In Matthew 26:41 it says, “Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The 
spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”  In Luke 11:4:  “Forgive us our sins, for we our-
selves forgive everyone who is indebted to us. And lead us not into temptation.”  And 1 Corinthi-
ans 10:13 says, “No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and 
he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the 
way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.” 

As a church family, we must pray (the spirit is with us) but beware of our fleshly desires.  
As a church family, we must forgive others in order to avoid the temptation of that sin.  As a 
church family, we are not tempted without an escape route, and we can endure the refining fire 
which purifies us.   

God, make us whole.  Provide us with clarity, wisdom, a sense of family in Your Kingdom 

here on Earth.  Heal us, forgive us, remind us of your faithfulness… so that we may be reminded of 

how faithful we can be to You.  Help us love one another and do all things out of love for You – 

Amen.  
 

      Prayerfully submitted by  
      Melanie Lounds 

“Family Ties” 
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Geraldine Workman 

Michigan Masonic Home 

1200 Wright Avenue 

Alma, MI 48801 

 

 

Jennie Richards 

Hazel Findlay Country Manor 

1101 South Scott Road 

St. Johns, MI 48879 

 

 

Bruce MacRae 

Burcham Hills 

2700 Burcham Drive 

East Lansing, MI 48823 

 

 

Jane Knight 

Grace Haven Assisted Living 

1507 Glastonbury  

St. Johns, MI 48879 

 

 

Ruth Sutton 

Hazel Findlay Country Manor 

1101 South Scott Road, Room E44 

St. Johns, MI 48879 

 

KEEPING THE CONNECTION! Nancy Baker is our PROFILE for this 
month.  Nancy was born and raised in St. 
Johns.   
She is a medical assistant for Dr. Lars 
Andersen at Clinton County Medical 
Center. Nancy  has one niece, 4 nephews 
and 4 great-nephews.   
She enjoys 
baseball, 
reading, 
movies, re-
modeling 
her house, 
Star Trek, 
board games 
and baking.  
She also is a 
big fan of 
Ithaca foot-
ball and bas-
ketball as 
two of her 
great-nephews play on those teams.   
Go Yellowjackets! 
In 2011 the church ran an ad in the Clin-
ton County news looking for singers for 
the Cantata.  Nancy’s mom saw the ad 
and suggested she come and give it a try.  
She and her parents (Gil and Wanda) 
have been attending ever since. 
If you are trying to spot Nancy in the 
Chancel Choir look for the red hair and 
her great smile. 
We all know that Nancy is a very wel-
come addition to our congregation!   
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       The Congregational Connection for this month is dedicated in 

Loving memory of Neil Barnhart’s parents  

Glenn and Pearl  Glenn and Pearl  Glenn and Pearl  Glenn and Pearl  on what would have been their  

86th wedding anniversary 

The cost of Glenn and Pearl’s wedding license was $1.00.  They were also given a booklet on 

“How to Perpetuate The Honeymoon”.  It stated “Continue your courtship.  Like causes cause 

like effects” .  “Have no secrets that you keep from your companion.”  “A third party is always 

disturbing”.   The copy of this booklet is posted on the bulletin board outside Wilcox Hall.  It is 

delightful to read! 

JANUARY SIGN  UP  SCHEDULES 

*Openings that  need to be filled. 
This page is published to keep you informed of participation in our church on Sundays and of changes in 
our church records.   This also includes the dedication of our monthly newsletter. 

  THE  JANUARY  DEDICATION 

   Fellowship Hour 
 
6  * 
 
13 * 
 
20 * 
 
27  Fourth Sunday 
                          Supper 
 

       Nursery Care 
 
6    Hannah  
          VanValkenburg 
13 Stacie Stevens 
 
20 Hannah  
           Vanvalkenburg 
 
27  Stacie Stevens 

Altar Flowers                                     4th Sunday Supper 
Host/Hostess  

 
Jan. 27* 
 
Feb.  24* 
 
Mar.  24* 
 
Apr. 28* 

CHURCH  RECORDS 
     
   
Friend Death: 
John Anderson,  November 24, 2012, brother in law of Howard Sousley and a former member 
Marie Balfoort, November 26, 2012, sister of Ruth Theule   
Scott Harris, November 29, 2012, brother of Chris Harris 
 

6   * 
 
13 * 
 
20 * 
 
27 * 
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Notes from the Music Ministry Team:     Calvin Symposium on Worship   
January 24-26, 2013 

 
 Following the exhaustive process of Advent waiting, the intensity of Christmas, and the 
onset of  Winter “Blahs,” The Calvin Institute of Christian Worship hosts an annual Symposium 
on Worship at Calvin College (Grand Rapids).  This 3-day ecumenical conference attracts 
church members and leaders from around the world to worship, to learn, to develop their gifts, 
and renew their commitment to the full ministry of the church. 
 Each day begins and ends with worship.  Thursday [Th] is devoted to 4-hour seminars.  
Friday and Saturday [F/S] include plenary talks and hour-long workshops.  Vespers services 
conclude the afternoon, with additional evening worship.  The theme is The Sermon on the 
Mount (Matt 5-7). 
 The following is a tiny sampling of seminars, workshops, and worship services that might 
appeal specifically to members who are involved in FCC ministry teams:  
 
Altar Ministry 

   [Th] Fiber Art: Prayer While Paying Attention to What We See 
   [F/S] Jesus Speaks to Us from the Mountain – interactive display in tune w/symposium 
theme 
 
Board of Ministry   

   [Th] Multigenerational, Multicultural Worship: reports from Worship Renewal Grant Re-
cipients 
  [F/S] Baptism & Lord’s Supper Renewal Stories (more from Worship Renewal Grant Re-
cipients) 
 

Building & Grounds Ministry 

   [F/S]  It’s More Than a Ramp: Opening Our Doors to People with Disabilities 
 

Children in Worship, Follow Me , Sunday School Ministry 

   [Th] Inviting Children to the Table 
   [F/S] Memory & Imagination: Shaping Worship’s Past, Present & Future 
 Children Leading the Way 
 

Communion Ministry 

   [F/S] Different Views of the Lord’s Supper Throughout Christian History 
 
Intern/Student/Lay/Senior Minister & Prison Ministry  
   [Th] The Sermon on the Mount: Preaching, Teaching, and Living in Righteousness 
 Preaching in a Visual Age  
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   [F/S] The Art of Communication in Worship 
 Projection Practices   

 
Jr.& Sr. High Pilgrim Fellowship Ministry  

   [Th] The New Adolescent & Sticky Faith (i.e. how to foster lasting, “sticky” faith) 
   [F/S] Moving Worship: What is Liturgical Dance?  (several of our youth dance …) 
 The Impact of Youth Leadership in Worship (impact for youth & entire congregation) 
 

Liturgist Ministry Team  

   [Th] Revealing God’s Word through Dramatic Presentations of Scripture  
 
Missions (& International) Ministry  

[Th] Blessed Are the Persecuted: Multiethnic Worship, Resources from the Suffering 
Church 
 

Music Ministry Team 

   [Th]  Lift Up Your Hearts in Song  
(intro to a new hymnal; more info at www.liftupyourheartshymnal.org) 

   [F/S] The Taize Community: Music and Prayer 
    The Organ’s Too Loud – for organists & non-organists (John Ferguson won’t disappoint!) 
 Reading Session of Choral Music 
 Wise Church, Blessed Church 
 
A.M./P.M. Worship  (FREE & open to public) 
Th Salt & Light, Matt 5:13-16   F/S Forgiveness, Matt 5:38-48  

Beatitudes, Matt 5:1-12     Not to Worry, Matt 6:25-34 
 
Evening Vespers Services (Thursday & Friday, 4:15-5:00 pm) 

Vespers with Korean Spirituality & Style of Worship Through Story, Song, and Prayer 
Taize Vespers 
Ten Beatitudes & Ten Commandments (co-led by and organist & liturgist) 
Dramatic presentation of The Sermon on the Mount 
In Christ There is No East or West (Thursday only; leaders of Asian ethnicity) 

 
 For more information, visit www.worship.calvin.edu/symposium/program.html.  If you are 
interested in attending the symposium or a worship service, please talk to a member of the Music 
Ministry Team.  Group registration rates are available.  
            … be transformed by the renewing of your mind … (Romans 12:2) 
Blessings!                      ~ Rachael Short   
 
The Music Ministry Team:  Susan Kilmer (Chair); Trisha Cheeney; Chuck Graham; Jan Myers;  
Rachael Short;  Guven Witteveen; Teresa Zuker 
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        Children  and  Youth  NewsChildren  and  Youth  NewsChildren  and  Youth  NewsChildren  and  Youth  News    

21 Allison Clark 

23 Rachel Kilmer 

25  Lily Sackrider 

 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS  

Calling all youth in grades 6 through 8!Calling all youth in grades 6 through 8!Calling all youth in grades 6 through 8!Calling all youth in grades 6 through 8!    
    
How about joining our group in learn-
ing the Old Testament of the Bible?”   
Beginning in January we will learn and 
understand more about Jesus from the 
teachings in the Old Testament.  Please 
join us on Sunday mornings at 10:00 
a.m. 
 

Youth Leaders, Barb Sherman, Kathy 
Kushmaul and Sarah Gladstone 

 
 
 

 

This is a reminder that the congregation is 
invited to THE WHEEL INN, St. Johns, 
on Saturdays and Sundays.  Be sure to 
bring along a copy of our current weekly 
bulletin.  The Wheel will collect those bul-
letins, attach your bill to it and every quar-
ter they will total those numbers (pre-tax) 
and make a 5% donation back to our 
church. 
 
Don’t forget to bring your food items and 
gently used, clean clothing for the THIRD 
SUNDAY THROW DOWN!  All dona-
tions go to the “Basic Needs Center”  here 
in St. Johns.  They need our support! Our 
next collection is Sunday, January 20th. 
Contact John Fitch at 224-3565, or any 
Missions Team member for more infor-
mation. 
 
 

 

REMINDERS! 

 
First Congregational Church 

100 Maple Street 
St. Johns, MI 48879 

Telephone: 989-224-2636 
Fax: 989-224-8306 
E-Mail: fccsj@4wbi.net 
Web Site: www.fccsj.com 

Facebook: 
firstcongregationalchurchofst.johns 

Hours:  
Monday—Tuesday 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Wednesday 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Thursday—Friday 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 


